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Session Overview & Objectives

1. Establish the importance of needs-based education in 
multicultural classrooms.  

2. Model a strategy targeted to meeting studentsʼ need for 
belonging and self-esteem.



Why is this topic important to me?
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Why is this topic important for us all?



“The Transformative Power of Education: Universal Values 
and Civic Renewal”

2) Inclusion and participation of all learners

The inclusion and participation of all learners in the educational process is 
essential to creating a supportive learning environment that meets the needs of all 
learners. This includes ensuring that every pupil and student has access to 
appropriate educational opportunities and resources. This is regardless of ethnic 
origin, class, gender, disability, religion, learning styles and language.

To promote a culture of inclusion and respect for others, it is important to value 
the diversity of learners; to use differentiated teaching to meet the individual 
needs of all learners, taking into account differences in learning styles, abilities and 
cultural backgrounds; to provide opportunities for learners to address, challenge 
and overcome prejudices and stereotypes…

(Council of Europe, 2023)



What is culture?

What is 
multiculturalism?



What is culture?

“Culture consists of the beliefs, 
values, and goals that guide daily 

life for a group of people.”

(Kadom, 2020)



What is multiculturalism?

(Beatriz Aurora)

“Multiculturalism is the 
idea that distinct 

identities and cultural 
groups should be 

acknowledged, preserved, 
and supported.”



Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs

(Desmet & Fokkinga, 2020)

How is this relevant to teaching?
(As a teacher, what part(s) of the period to you find yourself focusing on?)



The importance of esteem and social needs



Activity 1: Story Stitch 



Warm-Up: Story Stitch
Our Stories Have Power Directions:

● Work with a partner.
● Take a card and read the prompt.
● Think about your story.
● Share with your partner.
● Ask questions.
● Share as a class.



Activity 2: “I’m From” Poems



Where are you from?

Simon Kneebone, 2016



“Where I’m From” Poetry



I am from my hiking boots. 

from wooden garlic smashers and 

hummingbird feeders

I am from “the city of clustered spires”

quiet, peaceful

sounds like summer thunderstorms,

smells like toasted marshmallows

I am from my motherʼs garden,

full of flowers to pick, never finished

I am from getting lost in novels 

and searching for treasures on the beach,

from Klondean and Bill, Selwa and Khoder. 

Iʼm from 4th of July fireworks and iftar dinners of Ramadan.

Iʼm from “Yella habibi, eat some more” 

and “Youʼre my shining star.”

Iʼm from Frederick, by way of Kentucky and Beirut.

from baklava and Thanksgiving turkey

Iʼm from an Ocean City conch shell 

the melodies of my sisterʼs voice

the trail into the woods behind my parentsʼ house,

a world where all worlds fit.

“Where I’m From” by Ms. Mahmassani



1. What details did you love about your partnersʼ poems? What do 
you want to know more about?

2. Are there any similarities in our poems? What ideas, customs, or 
values do we share?

3. Would this activity work for your students? How would you modify 
it? Scaffolds? Extensions?



1.  What from today will be useful to your teaching 
practice? 

2. What other challenges or questions related to this 
topic still need to be addressed?

Reflection and Q&A

Thank you for your time and your participation!



References and resources 

This presentation:

noora.mahma@gmail.com

My email:



Poem Template

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DusxB4NJuK56BBenpnf-5YnTtBeR2sXiwbvDxGBVkcw/edit?usp=sharing
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