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La abuela de Montevideo

Porque
hacemos

cosas!



Use languages…

Again and again…  use … and reflect

to do ‘real’ things

for a real audience

with a real objective

with real contents









The problem here is that the 

lesson is focused on teaching 

language, but for what 

purpose? 

The purpose is clearly to drill 

the tag ‘Yes I do/No I don’t’

But the pragmatic basis of 

the dialogue is absurd, 

since the questioner 

already knows the answer 



Does a History teacher ever say to her 

students at the beginning of class….

Hi kids. Today we’re going
to spend the class asking

each other ridiculous
questions to which we

already know the
answers. Okay?





Do you think
climate change

is real?

Yes!

Prove it!





The material is potentially interesting and well-produced, but 

it suffers from the syndrome of…….

Slave to the language!

The conceptual content (the 

history of the USA) is subservient

to the linguistic objective.  

Turn it around!  

Make the language the slave!

That’s its function!



We accept this practice because it is an ‘exercise’.  

It’s clearly not a ‘task’

What is a ‘task’?  (Lee, 2000)



LT Objective: 
Use of the 2nd Conditional

• Textbook Topic - Global Warming

• “If I were President of the World, I would….”

• Assessment criteria are linguistic, not 
conceptual.  

• Who cares about saving the Earth, as long as I 
can produce the 2nd Conditional?



CLIL objective: 
‘Save the Earth’

(by using the 2nd Conditional)

• Textbook Topic – ‘Global Warming’

• “If I were President of the World, I would….”

• Assessment criteria are conceptual & 
procedural. (Will our proposals save the Earth?)

• The 2nd Conditional is the vehicle for making 
these proposals (and saving the world!). 



Production, Practice, 
Presentation 

(CLIL = PPP in reverse)

“Languages are not learned first and 
then used later ; languages are acquired 
while they are being used”

(J.M. Artigal)



English

I’m theoretically

on my way to 

Proficiency!

The ELT child



EnglishThrow them in at the deep end!

I’m CLIL-ing!



English is no longer a (mere) 
language.  It’s a core skill

Using English ‘….in order to do 
something else’

David Graddol, ‘English Next’(2006)



English-centric?

• Perhaps better to say ‘Languages are a core skill’

• English is just a part of the multilingual mix.  

• CLIL is an enabler of multilingual practice or 
mindsets or skills



What are the different perspectives language 

teachers can develop by CLIL-ing? 

Language
teachers

How content
‘behaves’

Language as 
subject-based

discourse



Results of becoming more interdisciplinary?

Subject teachers become more 

‘language aware’ 

Language teachers become more 

‘content aware’





EKI English 
15-16 year olds

The Basque Country 



http://www.ekigunea.eus/dbh/eu/edukia/dbh4/english/eng-4-3/U/6?lang=en

Zer? Zertarako? Nola? Nori?

What? What

for?
How?

To 

whom?

Situation

Situation-Competence curriculum

(Roegiers, 2000)

http://www.ekigunea.eus/dbh/eu/edukia/dbh4/english/eng-4-3/U/6?lang=en


‘Life between buildings’

COMPETENCE:

The student analyses various aspects of urban spaces using 

urbanistic criteria as well as information from various sources; 

and based on the resulting conclusions, makes and evaluates

proposals to improve those spaces using the appropriate 

language and techniques to communicate her/his ideas.
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Life between pdf

Life between buildings.pdf








Social Sciences/
Technology

Music

Science

Geography

Health 

Literature

Subject-based, CLIL/PBL



‘All (subject) teachers are language teachers’  

(Bullock 1975)

But language teachers can benefit from 

understanding the challenges that CLIL (subject) 

teachers face
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