


Teaching Critical & Creative Thinking



What does Critical Thinking mean to you? Why teach it?



Three KEY🔑elements: 

1. Curiosity is the desire to learn more information and seek evidence as well as being 

open to new ideas.

2. Skepticism involves having a healthy questioning attitude about new information that you are exposed to and 

not blindly believing everything everyone tells you.

3. Humility the ability to admit that your opinions and ideas are wrong when faced with new convincing evidence 

that states otherwise.

Critical Thinking



Why do we teach it?

“…teach children everything we know, their knowledge is limited to ours…teach children to think, their knowledge is limitless

*inability to think analytically

https://www.criticalthinking.com/articles/teaching-critical-thinking-skills

https://www.criticalthinking.com/articles/teaching-critical-thinking-skills


People who use critical thinking are the ones who say 

things such as: 

'How do you know that?’ 

‘Is this conclusion based on evidence or gut feelings?' 





Why is it taught in the classroom ? Part 2

to enhance students’:

college readiness

career readiness

civic readiness

source: Professor William T. Gormley, Jr. on the Harvard EdCast

Aim for teachers:

“We need to teach our students to read like detectives and to write like investigative reporters.”



























Rules 

The participants cannot make more than three cuts and they must divide the cake evenly, into eight pieces.

“Cut that 

Cake!”



What's the point? 

This activity is meant as a fun and also challenging way 

to end a creative thinking or a critical thinking 

class and also shows the value 

of collaboration of all class participants 

to try and come up with a solution together and to ultimately,

get a piece of the cake! 

Solution 

The answer is to cut the cake twice on top 

(once in 

either direction) 

and once horizontally through the middle.



What do YOU think?

-Why are we talking about this in English class?

-What kinds of language support could be provided for it?

-What kinds of language skills does it develop?



Language Support/Skills 

vocab/expanding lexis, sentence stems (functional language) “That’s a good point, but…” “I’m afraid I have to disagree…”

arguing effectively, using persuasion , negotiating - mediating, communication, group work

*Tip: Give students time to research and prepare (debates, discussions) - allow them to refer and seek during…if necessary (real



Materials & Activity Resources!



classic-creative-challenges#:~:text=Incomplete%20Figure&text=One%20of%20the%20most%20iconic,asked%20to%20complete%20the%20image.&text=The%20Incomplete%20Figure%20test%20is,a%20game%20of%20exquis



https://www.schrockguide.net/uploads/3/9/2/2/392267/critical-thinking-workbook.pdf

https://www.schrockguide.net/uploads/3/9/2/2/392267/critical-thinking-workbook.pdf







