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Describe the interactions in the video.

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1OBQuySNCNjHIkfZ8VrT6yA8tRnHZSlGZ/preview
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For this project, you will meet with your discussion group 
for three weeks to discuss a TED Talk that your group has 
chosen. You will each have a specific role  to guide your 
contributions to the discussion.

The project is designed to help you improve your oral  
fluency skills and to assist you as you learn new 
words/phrases, connect ideas to other concepts, and 
increase your awareness of pronunciation features.

TED Talk Discussions: A Listening and Speaking Group Project



The discussion group roles are: Discussion Leader (DL), Word Wizard (WW), 
Creative Connector (CC), and Pronunciation Prowess (PP)

To prepare for the discussion, you must watch the TED Talk, analyze the 
transcript, and complete your role sheet. Your roles will change each 
week. You must complete your form BEFORE the class meeting.  This task 
will take at least one hour (each TED Talk is about 18-20 minutes, plus work 
time). During the class meeting, your group will go through your role 
sheets, beginning with the Discussion Leader, and have a discussion. You 
will use the conversation cards to further add to your conversation. After 
the discussion, you need to complete a discussion debriefing sheet. 



Are schools 
killing creativity? 
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How can I find 
happiness? 



Are schools 
killing creativity? 

What makes a 
great leader? 

How can I find 
happiness? 

These questions and others 

are explored, discussed, and 

analyzed in TED Talks.  Now 

it’s time for you to engage in 

meaningful discussions, in 

English, about “ideas worth 

spreading.” 



Choose three TED Talks

https://www.ted.com/playlists/171/the_most_popular_talks_of_all

https://www.ted.com/playlists/171/the_most_popular_talks_of_all


Today, as a group, choose three TED Talks from this list of 
25. List the titles here.

Group Members

Date TED Talk Title 

December 6 10:15-11:45

December 13 10:15-11:45

December 20 8:30-10:00



 Read through the instructions and role sheets here. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1o779RxSLCla_T_Sib9TLSU96EH-CfSR9an_YUy8v3_A/edit?usp=sharing


Printable conversation cards

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1E0TsYA9MS-MTpMMzdJFyh2JQryH-_K8iqq38EVX8u7A/edi


Schedule



December 6 December 13 December 20

DL Nadezhda G Sofja Aleksandra

WW Sofja Jelena Alina S

CC Jelena Aleksandra Nadezhda G

PP Aleksandra Alina S Sofja

WW Alina S Nadezhda G Jelena



December 6 December 13 December 20

DL Indra Kate Nikolai

WW Olga Indra Kate

CC Nikolai Olga Indra

PP Kate Nikolai Olga



December 6 December 13 December 20

DL Nadezda M Alina K Rita

WW Alina K Rita Nadezda D

CC Rita Nadezda D Nadezda M

PP Nadezda D Nadezda M Alina K



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1efM6IgnvZRRkYpXrIWPSezwwwYrR39dv/preview


https://docs.google.com/file/d/1ICKjS_B2-W0LjP8M_e7Qm86KqTtrGdB7/preview


https://docs.google.com/file/d/1daEQ5zP42qQF_TmSvMRgniflZSSXtmgw/preview


Benefits
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● Ss are accountable to the group, their work impacts their 
group

● Ss speak!

● Ss choose the TED Talks - choice important for for motivation

● Ss reflection on their own contributions = awareness of 
strengths and weaknesses

● Ss centered technique, increased Ss talking time, decreased 
T talking time!

● Technique takes some upfront time to set up and train the 
students, but it's worth it! It works!

● Recommendation = Each student to have each role at least 
once





Evaluation



Evaluation

● Points for completing role sheets / doing the work

● Practicing speaking

● Formative assessment via written teacher 
comments, observation, daily discussion 
debriefing, and conversation cards

● Summative assessment: Final reflection 



Adaptation 
ideas



Adaptation ideas

● Watch a video on literature circles to demonstrate 
the process

● Adapt the roles to meet your students’ needs and 
skill levels

● Two students work together to complete one role 
sheet

● Other ideas?



Comments? Questions? Ideas?

Rhonda Petree
rhondapetree@uwalumni.com

http://bit.ly/TEDTalksPetreeNC2019

mailto:rhondapetree@uwalumni.com
http://bit.ly/TEDTalksPetreeNC2019
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