
CLIL and competences - a happy marriage 

Phil Ball,  
Narva, October 28, 2021 

CLIL! 

COMPETENCES! 



 

   

1. CLIL and CLIL teachers 

2. What do language teachers need to know? 

3. What is a competence? 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



CLIL 
CONTENT LANGUAGE 

INTEGRATED LEARNING 



LEST 
LANGUAGE ENHANCED 

SUBJECT TEACHING 



CELT 
CONTENT ENHANCED 

LANGUAGE TEACHING 



CLIL – 2 ‘types’ 

 

1  ‘Hard’ CLIL (content-led) – subject teachers teaching through 
English 

 

     ‘Soft’ CLIL (language-led) – language syllabus incorporating 
more conceptual content 

 

    A useful distinction, but ultimately divisive. We 

    need to bridge the divide.  

 

 

 
 

 



In subject matter learning we overlook the role of 
language as a medium of learning, and in language 
learning we overlook the fact that content is being 
communicated 
 

(Mohan, B. Language and content; 1986) 



Results of becoming more hybrid/interdisciplinary? 

Subject teachers become more 

‘language aware’ (LEST) 

Language teachers become more 

‘content aware’ (CELT) 



CONFERENCIA Nº2 LOREM IPSUM  



Using languages to learn, and learning to use languages 
 

(Marsh, Coyle, Langé ???) 



This represents a re-conceptualisation  

of the language teacher 

What is the function 

of the Past 

Subjunctive?  
  

From this 



To this……  

 

 

Social Science & 
Technology 

Science 

Geography 

Literature  

Music But in the 

language 

syllabus! 



 

   

1. CLIL and CLIL teachers 

2. What do language teachers need to know? 

3. What is a competence? 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



As consultants they need to know about….. 

CALP! 



COGNITIVE  

ACADEMIC 

 LANGUAGE  

     PROFICIENCY 

 

CALP = Specific subject-related discourse 

(photosynthesis/hypotenuse/Keynesian) 

 

and general academic discourse 

(thus/whereas) 



Cambridge Proficiency  

 

‘A CALP-free 

environment’  



Raw materials, processed materials and finished products 

 



The Physical Properties of Materials 



Current demographic trends 



Basic message 
 

 

School-university is a gradual process of 

increasing CALP (input & output) 

 

Without CALP, students fail  

 

CLIL gives you LOTS of CALP 



• Language teaching tends to focus on BICS 

 

• Basic 

• Interpersonal  

• Communication 

• Skills 

 

 



Or what Gee (1990) called:  

 

‘Primary and secondary discourse’ 

        (BICS)           (CALP) 



Students spend most of their time at school developing 

disciplinary discourse. So why not in English too?  How can the 

type of learning (below) possibly contribute to ‘competence’?   



“We need to keep 

fossil fuels in the 

ground and we need 

to focus on equity” 

She is effective not because of her C1 

level in English, but because her 

subject-based DISCOURSE is correct 

Do I have 

breakfast in 

the morning?? 



Use languages… 

Again and again…  use … and reflect 

to do ‘real’ things 

for a real audience 

with a real objective 

with real contents 

Use languages… 



 

   

1. CLIL and CLIL teachers 

2. What do language teachers need to know? 

3. What is a competence? 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



‘Putting CLIL into Practice’ Ball, Kelly, Clegg  

(OUP 2016) 



What is a competence?  

Situation 

Actor Recipient Medium Objective 

     Halliday, 1985 

Context 



CLIL objective: ‘Save the Earth’ by using the 2nd Conditional 



 

What must the learner do in order to be 

assessed as ‘competent’ here? 

 

Apart from this…. 



To whom? 

Situation 

Situation-Competence curriculum 

 

(Roegiers, 2000) 

What? What for? How? 



 
EKI English  

15-16 year olds 
The Basque Country  

 
CLIL inside a competence-

based framework 



“Backward planning” 

                                                    Backward 

planning 

Initial  

Phase 

Complex 

Integration 

Activity 

Transfer  

(Final Phase) 

 

  Planning 
 

Competence 

http://www.ekigunea.eus/dbh/eu/edukia/dbh4/english/eng-4-3/U/6?lang=en 

 

http://www.ekigunea.eus/dbh/eu/edukia/dbh4/english/eng-4-3/U/6?lang=en
http://www.ekigunea.eus/dbh/eu/edukia/dbh4/english/eng-4-3/U/6?lang=en
http://www.ekigunea.eus/dbh/eu/edukia/dbh4/english/eng-4-3/U/6?lang=en
http://www.ekigunea.eus/dbh/eu/edukia/dbh4/english/eng-4-3/U/6?lang=en
http://www.ekigunea.eus/dbh/eu/edukia/dbh4/english/eng-4-3/U/6?lang=en


‘Life between buildings’ 

COMPETENCE: 

 
The student analyses various aspects of urban spaces using 

urbanistic criteria as well as information from various sources; and 

based on the resulting conclusions, makes and evaluates proposals 

to improve those spaces using the appropriate language and 

techniques to communicate her/his ideas. 

 
Conceptual 



‘Life between buildings’ 

COMPETENCE: 

 
The student analyses various aspects of urban spaces using 

urbanistic criteria as well as information from various sources; and 

based on the resulting conclusions, makes and evaluates proposals 

to improve those spaces using the appropriate language and 

techniques to communicate her/his ideas. 

 
Procedural 



‘Life between buildings’ 

COMPETENCE: 

 
The student analyses various aspects of urban spaces using 

urbanistic criteria as well as information from various sources; and 

based on the resulting conclusions, makes and evaluates proposals 

to improve those spaces using the appropriate language and 

techniques to communicate her/his ideas. 

 
Life between pdf 

Linguistic 

Life between buildings.pdf


What is a competence? 

Which result in……..performance (action) 

These are 

‘resources’ 



Attitudes 

This might represent 

curricular discourse more 

accurately 



Learning to 

communicate 

‘Meta-

disciplinary’ 

competences 

Disciplinary 

competences 



CLIL is……… 



ball.philip6@gmail.com 

Большое спасибо! 

Suured tänud! 

Thank you! 

Will you 
CLIL me? I do! 


